OLIVER   CROMWELL     .             289
landowners, the Commons, rather more than
half or about half, were prepared to levy a regular
war against the King. But even those of the
richer classes who were reluctant to attack the
Crown physically, were nearly all at heart opposed
to the old claims of the Crown in government
and they nearly all wanted at heart to supplant
government by a king whose duty and function
it was to protect the poor against the rich, the
weak against the strong. They desired to supplant
him and take over the government themselves.
That in effect is what they did. They won their
war, they put the King to death, and among
them was the amateur soldier who so rapidly
became the best professional soldier of his time;
Cromwell.
He had a genius for forming and leading
cavalry,. No one suspected it, least of all himself,
until the opportunity came which made it manifest.
Cromwell was already in his forty-third year
when tlie War broke out. He had barely entered
his forty-fifth when it was clear he would become
the principal military figure. He was installed
the head of the victorious army by the time that
he was forty-eight, and in his fiftieth year it was
he who plotted for and achieved the death of
King Charles. He proceeded to the conquest
of Ireland, a task which he accomplished with
horrible cruelty and as a result of which h'e